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THE STORY

The story of the Nutcracker begins at the Stahlbaum’s home
of Clara, Fritz, and their parents. During a Christmas Eve party
at their home, the children’s uncle and magical toymaker, Herr
Drosselmeyer, arrives with gifts. All are in awe of the lifelike
dolls he brings, but the most special gift of all is for Clara- a toy
Nutcracker!

After everyone has gone to bed, Clara tiptoes down to the
living room to see her beloved toy. She is startled by a live
Nutcracker doll, which then must lead the toy soldiers in a
battle against the invading mice. Clara throws her slipper at
the Mouse King and the battle is won.

The Nutcracker invites Clara to come with him to the Land of
Sweets. They travel through the Kingdom of the Show, where
the Snowflakes dance for them. They arrive at the palace of
the Sugar Plum Fairy, who organizes a festival in their honor.
The drinks and candies that the children love come to life and
dance: Spanish Chocolate, Arabian Coffee, Chinese Tea,
Russian Candy Canes, candied Flowers, and more.

Clara awakens and finds herself by her Christmas tree with
her beloved Nutcracker. Was it all a dream?




Ava Huhn

Nora Reed

Claire Wegienka
Elizabeth Rogers
Natalie Jankowski
Charli Haupt

Party Guests

Charlotte Delling, Ellis Groleau, Mia Huhn, Sarah Johnson, Margaret Kudwa, Nora Mahoney,
Lydia Marra, Vera Maskill, Stella Powell, Cameryn Seger, Madison Skeels, Rylan Stone,
Paisley Taylor, Anissa Walker, Violet Wolfinger

Harlequin Doll Katelynn Shelburne
Vivandére Doll Nora Unruh
Soldier Doll Gabrielle Jose

Mouse King Bella Rogers
Nutcracker Prince Paige Lewandowski

Mice & Soldiers
Lucy Knight, Addison Martin, Sonny Maskill, Bianca Mitchell, Varnikha Narahari,
Audrey Novakowski, Lila Reed, Hannah Skeels, Hannah Testa, Jocelyn Westrick

Charlotte Delling, Ellis Groleau, Mia Huhn, Sarah Johnson, Margaret Kudwa, Nora Mahoney,
Lydia Marra, Vera Maskill, Stella Powell, Cameryn Seger, Madison Skeels, Rylan Stone,
Paisley Taylor, Anissa Walker, Violet Wolfinger

Fairies
Elizabeth Rogers, Ava Shelburne, Alexis Stidham
By tradition, The Dance Centre honors our graduating Class of 2026

KINGDOM OF THE SNOW

Snow Queen Alexis Stidham

Snowflakes

Brooklyn Borgman, Keira Fortino, Abby Hanson, Meghan Jones, Gabrielle Jose,

Lacey Krause, Caitlin Murphy, Clara Schmid, Ava Shelburne, Katelynn Shelburne, Nora Unruh
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LAND OF THE SWEETS

Arabian Coffee
Charli Haupt, Ava Huhn, Natalie Jankowski, Paige Lewandowski, Nora Reed, Bella Rogers,
Elizabeth Rogers, Claire Wegienka

French Mirlitons

Brooklyn Borgman, Keira Fortino, Abby Hanson, Meghan Jones, Gabrielle Jose,
Lacey Krause, Caitlin Murphy, Clara Schmid, Ava Shelburne, Katelynn Shelburne,
Alexis Stidham, Nora Unruh

Chinese Tea
Charli Haupt, Ava Huhn, Natalie Jankowski, Paige Lewandowski, Nora Reed, Bella Rogers,
Elizabeth Rogers, Claire Wegienka

Spanish Chocolate Brooklyn Borgman, Clara Schmid

Mother Ginger’s Polichinelles

Mia Chytry, Paige Feusse, Annabelle Fleck, Aria Fortino, Dorothy Kleinberg, lvy Kluba,
Paityn Lewandowski, Stella Majeske, Reese McCoy, Aili Nielson, Julia Pierce, Layla Powell,
Ellie Seger, Lexi Stone, Lexie Taylor

Russian Candy Canes
Charli Haupt, Ava Huhn, Natalie Jankowski, Lacey Krause, Paige Lewandowski, Bella Rogers,
Elizabeth Rogers, Clara Schmid, Claire Wegienka, Nora Unruh

Sugar Plum Fairy Caitlin Murphy

Dew Drop Lacey Krause

Flower Corps

Mia Chytry, Paige Feusse, Annabelle Fleck, Aria Fortino, Dorothy Kleinberg, lvy Kluba,
Paityn Lewandowski, Stella Majeske, Reese McCoy, Aili Nielson, Julia Pierce, Layla Powell,
Ellie Seger, Lexi Stone, Lexie Taylor
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ENCORE

Preview of “Home” - (1pm show only)
Performed by the Mini Ensemble
CROreOgIapREr ...ttt eeaeaes Alex Hackbardt

Preview of “Drag Me Out” - (1pm show only)
Performed by the Senior & Advanced Ensembles
CROrEOZIAPREL ...t eevene Christine McCullough

Preview of “Legend” - (1pm show only)
Performed by the Junior Ensemble
CNOreOgraPREr ... seesens Christine McCullough

HOLIDAY GRAND FINALE
Performed by our:
Senior/Advanced Tap
Mini/Junior Tap (Alex Hackbardt)
8-9 Tap

Senior Jazz

Advanced Jazz

Junior Jazz

Mini Hip Hop

12+ Hip Hop

Choreographer ...........eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeveeeene Christine McCullough




CREDITS

DIFrECLON ...t enne Christine McCullough

Nutcracker Ballet Choreographer ..................ccovveverenenne. Wendi Stepchuck

Ballet Technique for Senior & Advanced Levelis ............... Mary Murphy

Backstage & Volunteer Coordinator ..................ccuovueee.e. Jess Jose

Special ThANKS ...........oooviiiieececcc e Matthew Ciccone, Alex Hackbardt,

Alena Johnson, Gail Joslin,

Megan Major, Cheryl McCullough,
Caitlin Murphy, Mary Murphy,
Wendi Stepchuk & to our Volunteers

Dear Families,

Our Nutcracker tradition began about three decades ago, when The Dance Centre was
located on the other side of Pontiac Trail. We used to squeeze our audience shoulder-to-
shoulder against the walls of our old studio, with the dancers tiptoeing and twirling at arm’s
length. While our tradition has grown and changed in beautiful ways over the years, it
remains the same magical celebration of our dancers and of our community. Thank you for
being here.

Some traditions from those early days continue to live on. Our mice costumes are a tribute
to the longevity of this production, and Clara’s nightgown is the same nightgown | wore as
Clara exactly twenty years ago. Some segments of the Nutcracker choreography, we bet, can
still be executed by our Alumni.

| would like to give an extra special thank you to Miss Wendi, whose creativity and
dedication continues to make our Nutcracker special and exciting year after year. Her
thoughtful choreography and staging showcases the growth and abilities of our lovely
dancers, and we are incredibly thankful for her passion.

| would also like to extend a deep heartfelt thank you to those who donated supplies, and to
those who volunteered their time and their talents to our event today- whether you helped
set up, helped our dancers backstage, or supported our Hot Chocolate Party and Afterglow
celebration. Your generosity makes this event possible. It truly takes a village, and we are so
fortunate for ours.

We have one more fun week of dance before our holiday break. We wish you all a warm,
joyful, and healthy holiday season. Happy Holidays to you and your family,
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